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	Call for proposals – October 2026 to March 2027

	

	Deutsche Bundesbank
Research Center
June 2026



Waves from October 2026 to March 2027
The Deutsche Bundesbank has been running a monthly online survey of individuals living in Germany for several years. The survey, called “Bundesbank Online Panel Households (BOP-HH)” focuses on individuals’ expectations and perceptions. The questionnaires consist of a series of core questions and varying question modules. For a short documentation of the methodological framework, see here. 
From the beginning, external and internal researchers have been given the opportunity to submit questions for possible inclusion in one of the survey waves. With this call we continue this tradition by providing an opportunity to submit proposals. We offer the option to submit proposals with up to six questions. Concise and focused submissions are appreciated.
Please submit your proposal to bop-hh@bundesbank.de by 21 August 2026.

Proposal description
	
Title of the proposal

	

	Date of submission
	



Project submitters (Name, affiliation, email address)	
Please list all people involved with the project and indicate the corresponding submitter with a “*”

	

	

	

	

	




Keywords: 		
	[bookmark: _Hlk211347354]

	

	

	



Project description: 
To ensure clarity and consistency across submissions, we kindly ask you to structure your project description explicitly using the following headings (approx. 500 words):
1) Overall objective and research question(s)
2) Policy relevance
3) Academic relevance
4) Main references

	[bookmark: _Hlk211002818]


Please continue writing on the next page if necessary.
	




Additional information required for proposal submission:
To ensure a smooth review and implementation process, we kindly ask you to provide the following details regarding your proposal. This information will help us better understand your project’s requirements and ensure alignment with the BOP-HH framework.
1. Panel design and methodology: 
· What panel structure do you prefer?
☐ cross-section 	☐ repeated cross-section 	☐ panel
· Does your project require sample splits and/or information treatments (RCT)?
☐ no, neither	☐ yes, sample splits		☐ yes, information treatments

2. Data access and embargo:
· Do you wish to request an embargo period of six months for data from your proposal (see page 5 for details)?
☐ yes		☐ no

3. Connections to existing or related submissions:
· Is your proposal related to an earlier project for which you submitted a proposal? 
☐ yes*		☐ no

*If this applies to your submission, please provide the project number assigned by the Research Data and Service Centre (RDSC) or the Research Hub project number here:                                           

· Is your proposal related to a submission to BOP-F?
☐ yes*		☐ no

*If this applies to your submission, we strongly encourage you to discuss your proposal questions with the BOP-HH team early in the process to ensure consistency and feasibility between the two surveys. Please note that, in some cases, not only the exact wording of questions used in BOP-F but also the questions themselves may need to be adjusted or modified for BOP-HH due to differences in the respondent groups.

4. Stay updated on future BOP-HH calls for proposals:
· Would you like to receive future calls for proposals from BOP-HH via email? 
☐ yes*		☐ no

*If yes, please list the email addresses of all interested submitters here:
	

	

	




General terms and conditions:
The following general terms and conditions apply:
Non-commercial usage
· The BOP-HH team does not accept any commercial data collection projects.
· Data collected within the BOP-HH may be used for (non-commercial) scientific purposes only. Any commercial usage is prohibited.
Evaluation of proposals:
· This CfP is open to Bundesbank employees as well as external researchers. 
· Proposals will be evaluated taking into consideration their relevance for the Bundesbank, their scientific value added and the quality of the research and question design.  
· Inclusion of your proposal cannot be guaranteed. Additionally, inclusion in the desired wave, a specific panel structure and other features mentioned in your proposal submission above cannot be guaranteed.
· The BOP-HH team reserves the exclusive right to accept or reject proposals.
Notes on RCTs and ethics approval:
· [bookmark: _Hlk211420406]Please note that the BOP-HH does not submit proposal questions to an ethics board. If submitters need a formal ethics statement, they should submit the proposal to a board of their choosing before sending it to the BOP-HH.
· [bookmark: _Hlk211420421]If you are submitting a proposal with an RCT, you may consider pre-registering the RCT at the AEA RCT Registry (socialscienceregistry.org) once your proposal is accepted.
Access and usage rights for BOP-HH questions and data: 
To ensure transparency and accessibility within the BOP-HH, the following guidelines apply to all submissions in this CfP:
· By submitting your proposal questions, you agree that the question text may be shared with the survey company as well as Bundesbank employees and external researchers having a proposal in the same wave. 
· Questionnaire accessibility: The full questionnaire (including all proposal questions) will be made available on the project website and/or the intranet at the end of the field phase of a particular wave.
· Data Usage: Collected data will become available for use by other researchers six months after the initial release to the primary proposal submitters. If you waive the embargo period (see page 4), data will become available with the publication of the upcoming SUF. 
· Data collected within the BOP-HH and supplementary materials will be made available exclusively through the Bundesbank’s Research Data and Service Centre (RDSC) in accordance with its terms of use. In order to access the micro-data from your project, all researchers requiring access to the micro-data need to apply for the Scientific Use File (SUF) at the RDSC. Further details can be found here. Please note that data will only be provided anonymized to research institutions for non-commercial research purposes. Potential conflicts of interest are examined individually as part of the application process.
· The Researcher shall mention the source of the data in any publication including, in particular, tables and charts compiled on the basis of the data. The data source shall be cited as: “Bundesbank Online Panel Households (BOP-HH)”. 

The following table shows the availability of data for the different user groups:

	User group

	IRMA Data Set

Available about 
one week upon 
receipt of data
	Scientific Use File (SUF)

Updated at the beginning of each quarter (January, April, July, October)

	Bundesbank employees 
(policy purposes only)
	Full dataset (core & 
all proposal questions)
	

	Proposal submitters with 
approved research projects 
for BOP-HH data access at 
the RDSC
	
	Data from own proposal & Core & data from proposals with expired embargo period

	Other researchers with 
approved research projects 
for BOP-HH data access at 
the RDSC
	
	Core & data from proposals with expired embargo period


Data protection notice regarding the processing of your personal data 
The personal data you provide in connection with your proposal for the BOP-HH (name, affiliation, email address, submitted proposal) will be processed by the Deutsche Bundesbank’s Research Centre, Wilhelm-Epstein-Strasse 14, 60431 Frankfurt am Main, Germany, solely in connection with the BOP-HH, in particular for coordination of the draft survey and potentially for future calls for proposals. Your personal data will not be passed on to third parties. Your data will be processed on the basis of Article 6(1) (e) of the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) in conjunction with Section 3 of the German Federal Data Protection Act (Bundesdatenschutzgesetz). The data will be deleted no later than five years after the last survey wave has been concluded.
Further information on the rights of data subjects can be found online in the Bundesbank’s data protection notice. The Bundesbank’s Data Protection Officer can be contacted by email at datenschutz@bundesbank.de.

General information on the questionnaire
Handling non-response options: 
The respondents are not obligated to give an answer. They always have the option not to respond. Please note that “No answer” and “Don’t know” categories are added by default in the online questionnaire if respondents continue to the next page without providing an answer (so called soft-prompt). If you prefer to present these categories directly to respondents, this is feasible (please state “Disable soft-prompt” in the programming instruction of the respective question(s)). 
Question display and navigation
Using a responsive design, the questionnaire layout automatically adjusts to the device being used to complete the survey, ensuring readability and ease of navigation across desktops, tablets and smartphones. Each question is displayed individually on a separate page. When respondents click "Next," they proceed to the next question. Respondents do not have the option to return to a previous question. In exceptional cases, it is possible to display multiple questions on a single page. It is possible to track the time a respondent spends on a question/page. If this is required for the proposal, please specify it in the programming instructions for the respective question(s).
Respondent groups:
In designing the programming instructions, respondents are primarily divided into two groups:
· Panel respondents: Individuals who have already participated in at least one of the previous waves.
· Refresher respondents: Individuals who are newly added to the panel and are participating for the first time in this wave.
Guidance on recurring core questions from BOP-HH
Not all recurring core questions from BOP-HH are always directed to all respondents, nor are they necessarily included on a monthly basis. Certain questions may only be surveyed quarterly or annually. If specific core questions are relevant to your submitted proposal, we kindly request that you indicate this at the end of the document under the section titled "General Remarks".
Template for questions:  
Please design your questions[footnoteRef:1] using the template below. The template covers the most common question types. Other question types are feasible as well. Open-ended questions are generally problematic due to resources needed for anonymizing responses. As of now, it is unclear whether the texts from open-text questions can be made available to researchers.  [1: Note that the maximum of six questions applies to the number of questions posed to each individual respondent, not to the total number of questions submitted in the proposal. It is possible to exceed this total by distributing questions across sub-samples.] 

Please keep your questions simple, clear and as concise as possible bearing in mind that they will be asked to a sample of the general population (using the internet). 
Please draft your questions in German (if possible).
Question Header:
The header above each question contains information about the number of the question, proposal number (which we will assign), and topic of the question (variable label), and, at the end, the variable name used in the dataset. 
Programming Instructions:  
Programming instructions for sample splits, randomization of answer categories, definition of valid value ranges, error messages, filter guidance, and other related aspects are provided in blue text and English below the question header. 
See for example: 
Respondent group: all (alternative: refresher only / panel only)
Input filter: year of birth: 1990 or earlier (further examples: answer to prior question = 1; or specifying subsample)
Range of valid values: -100,0 to +100,0 
Randomize order of the items (except item x)
Respondents can choose maximum of x items
Randomize direction of scale
Multiple choice except item x
Timestamp for this page
The addition of "(i)" after a specific term in the question indicates that respondents will see an i-icon next to this term, which they can click to access further explanations. You can define the text that is supposed to be shown in the programming instructions 
See for example: 
After the term “Inflationsrate”, show info box (i): “Inflation ist der prozentuale Anstieg des allgemeinen Preisniveaus. Sie wird meist über den Verbraucherpreisindex gemessen.”
For more examples, see questionnaires of previous waves:
German: Fragebögen | Deutsche Bundesbank 
English: Questionnaires | Deutsche Bundesbank


A. Categorical question – Single choice

Question Number | Proposal Number | Variable Label | Variable Name
[bookmark: _Hlk211356827]Respondent group: all 
Information on filtering, randomization, text of infoboxes (each in new row, if applicable)

Introductory text here (if applicable)

Frage: Question text here

Hinweis: if necessary, list instructions or additional information for the respondents here.

Answering Categories (please adapt count if necessary. However, please use not more than six items if possible to avoid limitations to data quality due to a high response burden).
1	item text
2	item text
3	item text
x	item text
B. Categorical question – Multiple choice 
Question Number | Proposal Number | Variable Label | Variable Name_[a-x]
Respondent group: all 
Information on filtering, randomization, text of infoboxes (each in new row, if applicable)

Introductory text here (if applicable)

Frage: Question text here

Hinweis: if necessary, list instructions or additional information for the respondents here.

Answering Categories (please adapt count if necessary. However, please use not more than six items if possible to avoid limitations to data quality due to a high response burden).
1	Item selected/applicable
2	Item not selected/not applicable

a	item text
b	item text
c	item text
x	item text


C. Quantitative question – Single input field
Question Number | Proposal Number | Variable Label | Variable Name
Respondent group: all 
[bookmark: _Hlk211359861]Range of valid values: X to Y (Please indicate whether decimal place(s) are required or not.)
Information on filtering, randomization, text of infoboxes (each in new row, if applicable)

Introductory text here (if applicable)

Frage: Question text here

Hinweis: if necessary, list instructions or additional information for the respondents here (e.g. “Bitte tippen Sie einen Wert in das Zahlenfeld ein (eine Nachkommastelle möglich).”.

Input field Unit (e.g. Euro, Percent)
D. Quantitative question – Multiple answer options
Question Number | Proposal Number | Variable Label | Variable Name_[a-d]
Respondent group: all 
Range of valid values: X to Y (Please indicate whether decimal place(s) are required or not.)
Information on filtering, randomization, text of infoboxes (each in new row, if applicable)

Introductory text here (if applicable)

Frage: Question text here

Hinweis: if necessary, list instructions or additional information for the respondents here.

Answering Categories (please adapt count if necessary)
a 	item text	Input field Unit (e.g. Euro, Percent)
b 	item text	Input field Unit (e.g. Euro, Percent)
c 	item text	Input field Unit (e.g. Euro, Percent)
d 	item text	Input field Unit (e.g. Euro, Percent)


E. Scale question either with endpoints labelled or fully labelled
Question Number | Proposal Number | Variable Label | Variable Name
Respondent group: all 
Information on filtering, randomization, text of infoboxes (each in new row, if applicable)

Introductory text here (if applicable)

Frage: Question text here

Hinweis: if necessary, list instructions or additional information for the respondents here.

Answering Categories (please adapt count if necessary). You can choose between even- and uneven-numbered scales. If you chose an uneven scale, you will have a neutral middle category. In case of an even scale, respondents have to decide for one direction of the scale

Example 1: only endpoints labelled:
[bookmark: _Hlk211015980][bookmark: _Hlk211353713]1	strongly agree
2-4 no label
5	strongly disagree

Example2: fully labelled scale:
1 strongly agree
2 rather agree
3 neither agree nor disagree
4 rather disagree
5 strongly disagree 
F. Matrix question
[bookmark: _Hlk211357930][bookmark: _Hlk211359985]Question Number | Proposal Number | Variable Label | Variable Name_[a-x]
Respondent group: all 
Information on filtering, randomization, text of infoboxes (each in new row, if applicable)

Introductory text here (if applicable)

Frage: Question text here

Hinweis: if necessary, list instructions or additional information for the respondents here.

Answering Categories (please adapt count if necessary. However, please use not more than five items if possible to avoid limitations to data quality due to a high response burden).
1	Scale point label (e.g. do not agree)
2	Scale point label (e.g. undecided)
3 	Scale point label (e.g. agree)

a	item text
b	item text 
c	item text 
x	item text 
G. Ranking question
Question Number | Proposal Number | Variable Label | Variable Name_[a-c]
Respondent group: all 
[bookmark: _Hlk211359721]Respondents can choose maximum of three items
Information on filtering, randomization, text of infoboxes (each in new row, if applicable)

Introductory text here (if applicable)

Frage: Question text here

Hinweis: if necessary, list instructions or additional information for the respondents here (e.g. „Bitte klicken Sie die Themen nacheinander an, so dass die Rangposition neben der Eigenschaft steht. Der Wert „1“ kennzeichnet dabei den für Sie wichtigsten Aspekt, der Wert „2“ dann den für Sie zweitwichtigsten und der Wert „3“ den drittwichtigsten Aspekt.“

Answering Categories (please adapt if necessary).
a	most important
b	second most important
c	third most important

1	item text
2	item text
3 	item text
4 	item text
5 	item text


H. Example for a Sample Split[footnoteRef:2] (for RCT) [2:  It is technically possible to assign the sample to different groups in a controlled manner rather than randomly. Additionally, the sample split can also be performed with groups of unequal sizes.] 


--- | Proposal Number | START SPLIT SAMPLE 

--- | Proposal Number | Split sample | RANDOMIZATION 
Respondent group: all
The sample is split randomly into four groups.
Randomization dummy “drandom” is used for this spilt.
group A (drandom = 1) – 1/4 of the sample 
group B (drandom = 2) – 1/4 of the sample
group C (drandom = 3) – 1/4 of the sample
group D (drandom = 4) – 1/4 of the sample

--- | Proposal Number | Treatment
if drandom = 1 
no text (control group)

if drandom = 2
PLACEHOLDER TEXT / TREATMENT #1
if drandom = 3
PLACEHOLDER TEXT / TREATMENT #2
if drandom = 4
PLACEHOLDER TEXT / TREATMENT #3


If subsequent questions are intended to be asked only to a specific sub-sample, please indicate this in the programming instructions. Add a new line below the line stating 'Respondent group: all' and include 'Input filter: if drandom = 1' as an example, if the question is meant to be directed only to respondents in Group 1.

--- | Proposal Number | END SPLIT SAMPLE


General remarks:
	



Submit your proposal:
Please name this document using the following convention: “BOP-HH_CfP_Surname of the corresponding submitter”. We kindly ask you to remove the original pages 5 to 13 before submission, ensuring that the submitted document consists only of pages 1 to 4, along with your proposed survey questions and any general remarks (if applicable). 
Please submit your proposal as a Word document attachment via email to bop-hh@bundesbank.de. Please use only this form to submit your proposal and refrain from including any additional attachments. 
We look forward to receiving your proposal. Should you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact us.

Kind regards,
The BOP-HH Team
Deutsche Bundesbank – Research Center
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